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Program to fund watershed protection

By John P. Boan
The Times-Georgian
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[image: image4.png]The Rolling Hills Resource Conservation and Development Council and Carroll County Environmental Health are partnering in an effort to clean up the watershed that feeds into the Little Tallapoosa River in and around Carroll County.

Funded by a $900,000 grant from the Georgia Environmental Protection Division, the voluntary program will offer financial aid to area residents who take steps to reduce the amount of fecal matter going into the watershed.

“Water quality is our primary resource, and in the last few years, we’ve come to realize how important that commodity is. Protecting it and cleaning it up is everyone’s responsibility,” said Cynthia Haygood, RC&D coordinator. “As a community, this is a way for us to help this watershed and support its designated use.”

The project will cover more than 130,000 acres of land in Carroll, Heard and Haralson counties, including 217 miles of streams and 813 acres of lakes within the watershed.

Because it is in the early stages of implementation, the workings of the program are incomplete. As it stands, though, RC&D will first work to specifically target ranchers within the watershed who have cattle with direct or indirect access to the river itself or to its streams and tributaries. The organization will then fund a portion of the cost of ensuring the cattle have as little impact as possible on the water quality. For instance, if a rancher relies on a stream as a source of drinking water for livestock, the organization will partially fund the price of a buffer and a fence to keep the animals out of the water, as well as contributing funds to help establish a secondary source of drinking water for the cattle.

From there, the group will branch out, moving progressively farther from riverside access to address problems on the outlying portions of the watershed. Any water within the watershed has the potential of ending up in the Little Tallapoosa River. Water moves downhill, and from there, it travels “to the nearest drainage way that feeds into the nearest creek that feeds into nearest river,” Haygood said.

This includes ground water, which is especially important considering there are thousands of septic tanks in the watershed with the potential to introduce new waste into the water system. That’s where the second part of the program kicks in.

Carroll County Environmental Health will be in charge of locating problem septic tanks and approaching homeowners about making the necessary changes to correct such problems.

If a tank is leaking sewage, state law mandates that the owner foot the bill for making the repairs, which can cost several thousand dollars. This program will not only lessen the burden on those who are mandated to have septic work done but will also aid those whose septic systems are not working properly or efficiently. Even with annual cleanings, the average lifespan of a septic tank is 20 years, and well before that the system can experience problems that may be harmful to the environment, said Gene Ellis, Carroll County’s environmental health manager.

Should the problem be minor, the grant will help fund a portion of the costs of cleaning the system out, and should it be necessary will partially foot the bill for a total tank replacement.

“It’s a win-win situation for everyone,” Ellis said. “It’s for their benefit and their health.”

RC&D will begin advertising the program soon, with cleaning efforts to begin by the end of March.

Adam Snell, an environmental health specialist, works to measure a septic tank on Temple on Wednesday afternoon. Carroll County Environmental Health and the local branch of Resource Conservation and Development is working on a program to protect the watershed of the Little Tallapoosa River. (Photo by John P. Boan/Times-Georgian) 











